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AKAAM is a forum and a platform for women farmers. Forest rights for women has emerged as a significant area of work KA M

forum. Our efforts have been directed towards enhancing our capacities to engage with the agenda of forest rights fromnacesineel
perspective so that women can claim their rights to forest lands and to forest resources; and women gain recognition end pac
governance of forest resoruces as knowledge holders and effective managers and conservers of forests

ThisvolyS 2 F OF aS aGddzZRASa SYSNHSa FTNRBY 2dzNJ STFF2NIlia Ay (GKS bocw
partnership with the POWER UP! Global Program. Our aim is enable women to claim rights to resources, assert their geloeyandiscource
and debates and assert their opinions about what they consider as priorities for them to be able to live within the fgicest ead to sustain
their ecologically rich ahd embedded practices as forest dwellers.

Since the firstonventionof the forest rights groups of MAKAAM in Nagpur in 2018 where a wide diversity of issues were discussed and efforts were made

to build awareness on the potential for collective feminist action on forest rights and forest governance, we defined aypgatavds grounding our work

with women within forest dweller and dependent communities to understand their concerns and deepen our engagement wittWehbave travelled the

path together to organize, understand the provisions of the law, seek opportufitiedialogues with government agencies at state and national levels to

I OljdzZt Ayd GKSY 6AGK GKS 62YSyQa rAaadzSa Ay GKS 02y SE bgnifon of hervieaniorest (2 | C
governance.

Our work withthe NETRIs or women leaders who have emerged from our efforts has been concentrated in the four states of ChattisgarshtMahara
Uttarakhand and Rajasthan with women for staking their traditional claims to the forests as well as asserting theanebfiresence as decision makers in
the realms of forest governance.

The CASE STUDIES showcased in this book are an outcome of a workshop to enhance skills and capacities to women andtsenig@asssome of
whom are from the communities of fest dwellers themselveso write their own stories of the struggles and success they have witnessed at close quarters,
or were part of as they attempt to bring the voices of the women who they work most closely with for the claiming ofighésevithin the communities.
CNIAYAY3I YR €tSFENYAY3I YR RSOAAA2YYIF{1{Ay3 LINROSaasSa ¢ A lakoh s ingtiiNgstal o
the purpose of forest governance. By presenting the stories of their struggles wetdapeplify their voices as significant actors in the forest scenario and
as citizens claiming spaces within forest governance. We hope that these stories will inspire women everywhere to orgaeizeléoms and assertion of

eir voices and interest




Simultaneously we are also eager to engage with state agencies to enhance their outreach and effective inclusion of ianes&ingmvernance and
decisionmaking processes, based no the knowledge and embedded stakes of women as clental and insepbeabiesteetonomy and ecology. It is by
investing in their capacities that the of ecological wellbeing and the future for all of us can be built. This contire@scoallenging path, as we continue

G2 KSIFENI @2A0Sa Ay LRaAAGKSY ¥ 2B yladzhGANISEHE KR R®2 KIIKISelr NBSSSR I aLISOAFAO
voices even within ally movemeniWe have a long way to forge ahead, but our alliances at every level and the support we have received along the way also
enemisesus with hope for the journey aheatlVe are indeed excited that this booklet of case studies of womens voices as forest dwellers is being released

at the 75th year of indias independence at a time when an Adivasi woman has been elected as thevldadeyives us greater hope for the future of India's

forest Dwellers and especially for women!

A word of acknowledgment to all those who have worked dedicatedly bring about this volume:

To Vaishnavi and Sourya of Bastion for walking this journey framchawith us to organizing the workshop for grassroots case writers and giving us hope in
ourowncap®A GASa (G2 LINPRWAOST RAzNI A ENRBMAG]L | KI I yAE

The team of case study writers, all of whom were unfamiliar with the task of journalistictirgpdout worked valiantly to learn and absorb and produce their
own stories , and tolerated the repeated reminders and provocetin dig deeper to enhance the details of their storiegpart from the the Bastio
facilitators, the case writers themselves undertook peer reviéwach others case studies to help in the finalizatid these case studies

The responsibility for the content of each case study lies with the authors. The process of produtino diuthisntdas been a collective journey and we
hope that it will energise readers to delve deeper into the womens Question in forest rights and ecological governanegvahdndrin as co travellers in
our mission.

Any flaws in the document may be attrited to the fact that this is a novice attempt and we hope that the media will support us in carrying the voices of the
women and their concerns far and wide and into the echelons of decision making, such that women can claim a strongetatpnesethe domains of
policy and discourse on forest rights and governance.

Soma Kishore Parthasarathy, Co convenor Makaam Forest Rights Collective

/&
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Sabarkantha District
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